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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1.4-11 and 14-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment filed on March 27, 2008 has been considered and made of 

record. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection, necessitated by the amendment. 

Regarding claim 5 and 17, applicant argues that the "examiner alleges the recited 
claim features are obvious." Examiner disagrees. Examiner has not indicated "obviousness" for 
rejection of claims 5 and 17. The claims have been rejected because "applicant has not disclosed 
that positioning the original document surface in parallel to the parallel mirror set provides an 
advantage, is used for a particular purpose or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in 
the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well with the 
surface positioned as taught by Hung or the claimed position." (Office Action, 9/28/2007, page 
3). Examiner maintains his rejection and adds that Applicant's invention performs equally well 
with the surface positioned as taught by Shyu or the claimed position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



Application/Control Number: 10/623,597 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 3 



(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



2. Claims 1, 4-7, 1 1, 17, 18, 19 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Shyu (US 6,456,412). 

Regarding claim 1, Shyu discloses an optical device comprising: 
a reflection unit used to reflect the incident light from a light source (L, fig. 4), wherein 
the reflection unit comprises an imaging mirror (365), an optical path turning mirror (362), and a 
parallel mirror set including a first reflection mirror (363) and a second reflection mirror (361), 
the parallel mirror set positioned to reflect the incident light from the light source (L) to the 
optical path turning mirror (362), the optical path turning mirror positioned to reflect the incident 
light back to the parallel mirror set (point E), wherein the incident light from the optical turning 
mirror is received by the parallel mirror set with the first reflection mirror (363, point E) and is 
reflected between the first reflection mirror (363) and the second reflection mirror (361); and 
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a lens (34), used to focus the incident light reflected by the reflection unit to form images, 
wherein the imaging mirror (365) is positioned to reflect the incident light to the lens (34). (col. 
2, lines 23-42) 

Regarding claim 4, Shyu discloses the optical path device according to claim 1, wherein 
the optical device is an optical scanner (abstract). 

Regarding claims 5 and 17, Shyu discloses the optical path device that comprises an 
original document surface (30) used to deposit a document (32) desired to be scanned (fig. 4). 
Shyu does not disclose that the original document surface is parallel to the parallel mirror set. 
Applicant has not disclosed that positioning the original document surface in parallel to the 
parallel mirror set provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose or solves a stated 
problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's 
invention to perform equally well with the surface positioned as taught by Shyu or the claimed 
position. 

Regarding claim 6, Shyu discloses the optical path device according to claim 5, wherein 
the incident light provided by the light source (L) is projected to the original document surface 
(32) first, and then reflected to the parallel mirror set (fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 7, Shyu discloses the optical device wherein between the incident light 
(L) and the original document surface (32), there is an incident angle greater than 0 degree (fig. 
4). 

Regarding claim 11, please refer to the rejection under claim 1. also, please note that 
Shyu discloses an image sensor 38 for converting the imaging signal produced by the lens (34, 
fig. 4) into an electrical signal. The sequence of reflection is as indicated under claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 18, Shyu discloses a device comprising: 

a parallel mirror set to receive light from a light source, the parallel mirror set including a 
first reflection mirror (363) and a second reflection mirror (361); 

an optical path turning mirror (362) to receive the light from the parallel mirror set and to 
reflect the light back to the first reflection mirror (363) of the parallel mirror set, where the light 
received from the optical path turning mirror (362) is reflected between the first reflection mirror 
(363) and the second reflection mirror (361); and 

an imaging mirror (365) to receive the light from the first reflection mirror (363) of the 
parallel mirror set and to reflect the light to a image sensing device (image sensor 38, fig. 4, col. 

2, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 19, please note that the imaging mirror receives the light from the first 
reflection mirror of the parallel mirror (as recited in the last limitation of claim 18) and not 
directly reflected from the document. Shyu shows this reflection of light in fig. 4. 

Regarding claim 25, Shyu discloses the first reflection mirror (363) is positioned to 
reflect the light from turning mirror (362) to imaging mirror (365, fig. 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 8-10, 14-16, 20-24, 26 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

4. Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Houshang Safaipour whose telephone number is (571)272-7412. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 6:00am to 2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Houshang Safaipour/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



